Public Works

Flood

Preparation

An in-depth look into
how to prepare for a
flood in Wilson.

Being Prepared
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Wilson is situated in the coastal plain geographic
region of North Carolina, a distinctive area known
for its mostly flat terrain and minimal elevation
changes. This characteristic landscape is heavily
influenced by its close proximity to the Atlantic
Ocean, which heightens the city's vulnerability to
hurricanes and tropical storms.

The flooding issues in Wilson are primarily driven
by two significant factors.

e Threat of flash flooding, which can occur when
intense downpours surpass the drainage
system'’s capacity, leading to rapid
accumulation of water in the streets and low-
lying areas.

¢ Riverine flooding is a major concern, which
happens when prolonged periods of heavy
rainfall saturate the ground and overwhelm
local rivers and streams. When these water
bodies exceed their banks, they can inundate
surrounding neighborhoods and
infrastructure, causing extensive damage and
disruption. Understanding these flooding
causes is critical for effective urban planning
and disaster preparedness in Wilson.
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The Key
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Understand Your Flood Hazard

Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) show
designated Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAS)
at risk of flooding, especially during a 1-percent
annual chance flood. Properties in these areas
have a significant risk of flooding over a 30-year
mortgage. For FIRMs, contact the Development
Services Department for free flood zone
determinations or visit:
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home.
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Insure Your Property R
Standard homeowner's insurance does not
cover flooding. The City of Wilson participates in
the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP),
offering federally backed flood insurance for all
structures. Renters should also consider flood
insurance. Note: a 30-day waiting period applies
before coverage begins.

Protect Yourself and Your Family

Stay informed through local radio stations or
NOAA weather radio. Purchase a Weather Alert
Radio and sign up for emergency notifications
via Code Red. If facing imminent flooding,
contact Wilson Energy for power or gas
shutdowns. Remember to avoid driving through
flooded areas and develop a family evacuation
plan. To sign up, visit:
https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/en-
US/441D28D54309
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Protect Your Property

To reduce flooding impacts, consider elevating
structures below the Base Flood Elevation. If
flooding is imminent, use sandbags and move
valuables to higher areas. Residents can help by
keeping streets and drains clear of debris by
signing up for the Adopt-a-Street Program
through the Stormwater Department by calling
(252) 296-3305. To discuss financial assistance
for federal grants and other financial assistance
that may be available contact the Unified
Communication Center at (252) 399-2424.

Adopt-A-Street

Build Responsibly

All development requires a permit. Check
permitting requirements with the Building
Inspections Department at (252) 399-2220 or
the Engineering Department at (252) 399-2468
before any construction. If reconstruction costs
exceed 50% of a building's value, it must meet
new construction standards. For more
information, reach out to the Development
Services Department by calling (252) 399-2220.

Protect Natural Floodplain Functions
Floodplains are essential to Wilson County's
environment. They help reduce flood damage
by dissipating flood energy and lowering
downstream flows, which also support wildlife
and agriculture. Poorly planned development
can lead to erosion and water quality issues. To
help protect local floodplains, contact the City's
Stormwater Department at (252) 296-3305 for
information on the Adopt-a-Stream program.

Adopt-A-Stream€

Hurricane Preparedness

Know your evacuation route. The Wilson County
Emergency Preparedness Division may order
evacuations if necessary. Always follow
instructions carefully. The designated
evacuation routes are:

Raleigh Road Parkway to US 264W
1-95 North towards Virginia

For questions about emergency procedures,
contact the City of Wilson Emergency Manager

at (252) 399-2844. *
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General Preparedness

Inventory and photograph your home's
contents, and secure important papers and
insurance policies. Keep an emergency supply
kit with non-perishable food, water, batteries,
flashlights, and a battery-operated radio.

Elevate appliances like washers and water
heaters above potential floodwaters. They
should be placed on masonry blocks or concrete
at least 12 inches above the projected flood
elevation, moved to inside a floodwall or moved
to a higher floor while ensuring compliance with
local building codes.

Reduce Stormwater Flooding

Use low-impact development techniques to
manage stormwater on-site. Install rain barrels
and redirect downspouts away from driveways
into rain gardens. For more stormwater
management information, contact Stormwater
Compliance at (252) 296-3305.

Flood Education

Teach children about flooding and ways to
mitigate damage. For more flood education
resources, visit ASFPM at:
https://floodsciencecenter.org/products/k-12-
flood-education/.
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